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JPICFA is concerned with matters of Justice, peace and integrity of creation as important aspects 

to Franciscans and people it serves throughout the continent. From its beginning about 10 years 

ago to the present day, JPICFA has established a growing and functioning Network that links 

Franciscans working in the area of JusticePeace and integrity of creation.In all its undertakings, it 

reflects the life of the founder/spirituality of order and on the social conditions and problems that 

are a challenge in the rapidly changing world today. 

 

Core Values 

The core values for JPICFA are based on Prayer, Simplicity/poverty, respect, Animation, 

collaboration, integrity and transparency 

 
The founding vision for JPIC FA office was identified as “A center for advocacy, lobbying, 

communication, cooperation and animation for the Franciscan Family in Africa, providing and 

forming networks within and beyond the Franciscan Family in the Continent”. This was 

supported with the mission as to: promotes joint actions on issues that are important to the 

Franciscans in Africa. 

JPIC Vision 
 

JPICFA envisions a society where Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation are lived and 

promoted as gospel values and in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi 

JPIC Mission 
 

JPICFA exists to animate Franciscans, people they minister to and in collaboration with others to 

work for Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation in society/Africa through formation, 

coordination, communication and collaboration. 

OBJECTIVES 

Overall 

The overall objective of this Program a lobbying and advocacy through animating the Franciscan 

Family in Kenya on values and dispositions of Justice, peace and Integrity of creation. 

 
4.2 Specific 

The specific objectives of this program will be to: 

a) Mainstream and coordinate JPICFA activities into the work of the 35 congregations, 

institutes/orders; 

b) Enhance capacity of Franciscan/partners to implement JPIC Projects including civic 

participation and engagement 

c) Enhance capacity of Franciscans/ Partners to do advocacy through the United Nations 

Human Rights Mechanisms 

d) Engage youth through Active non-violence and interfaith engagement for environment 

and peace. 

Staff: Sr. Mary Frances, LSSJ, Director (volunteer basis), Steeven Kezamutima Program 

Manager (volunteer) & J.M Vianney- Technology and environmental Assistant 
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FROM JANUARY TO JUNE 2020, THE OFFICE HAS CARRIED OUT THE 

FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES: 

Online Event 

1. World water day celebration (WhatsApp group discussion, theme: The importance of 

Water Amidst Covid-19). 100 youths from different NGOs, faiths and Franciscan Youth 

around East Africa Shared in the platform The Current situation of their countries, the 

importance of water and their stand resist against Covid-19 

 
2. The 22 April of every year the world celebrates Earth Day. In 2020, the day came in 

critical time when the world is experiencing a hard moment with the global pandemic 

Covid-19. Being the 50th anniversary of Earth Day with Theme: Climate Action, our 

office of Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation organized an interfaith climate strike 

with two major activities: a climate concert and online twitter discussion. Our main 

objective was to Celebrate Earth Day by Keeping our climate activists vigilant around the 

globe. 

For this occasion, our Youfra Waka Waka Band has recorded a special reggae song 

titled AntiCovid-19 and it was launched officially during the concert. The song has a 

message of giving hope to people and planet, calling also our leaders to make good 

choice towards a better future in terms of economy, health, climate and option for the 

poor. 

Five songs were performed within 45 min and some key messages were addressed to the world 

during the concert: “we call for solidarity and a united global solution”. This is not time for the 

world to be divided since we have now seen that nobody is powerful and we all cry for life,” 

It is encouraging that the song AntiCovid-19 was recognized at global level of Catholic church 

and was suggested to the world to be usedfor reflection of this time. Through a Tweet published 

on April 22, GCCM, which has Pope Francis’ Encyclical on climate change and ecology, 

Laudato Si’ as its founding document, posted the song and invited followers to “share it with 

friends”. 

Also the Association for Catholic Information wrote an article about the song 

https://www.aciafrica.org/news/1215/catholic-movement-recognizes-african-song-on-covid- 19-

band-leader-excited-encouraged. 

Before the concert we held a session of media interviews and you can find the whole concert 

here Click 

 

3. Laudo Si Week celebration 16-24Th May 2020. 

-6th -16th May 2020: Recoording the new song Laudato Si 

Celebration  Click to Watch Laudato Si New song  

- Zoom call on 16 May, theme: Franciscans Inspired by Laudato Si. Main speaker was 

Fr. Cosmas Kagwe. 

 

https://twitter.com/CathClimateMvmt/status/1253029811070664707
https://twitter.com/CathClimateMvmt/status/1253029811070664707
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z88OLeBh_Os&amp;list=PLdu7tsNYIRxnARe4qix6BENlLQaymfHlz&amp;index=2
https://www.aciafrica.org/news/1215/catholic-movement-recognizes-african-song-on-covid-
https://www.aciafrica.org/news/1215/catholic-movement-recognizes-african-song-on-covid-19-band-leader-excited-encouraged
https://www.aciafrica.org/news/1215/catholic-movement-recognizes-african-song-on-covid-19-band-leader-excited-encouraged
https://youtu.be/kK8Ie5Vb0Bc
https://youtu.be/BdX_Tn6-kQQ


                            Report JPIC- FA, January -June 2020 
 

- 22 May, Global Webinar on Laudato Si Generation Exhibition. The main guest was 

Dr Iyad Abu Moghli, Faith for Earth initiative Director at UNEP. Many stake holders 

around the world joined in an inspirational dialogue and exhibition of achievement by 

youths around Africa. https://youtu.be/Igo4CJttQCI 

 

4. Day of African Child, Global Webinar, theme: Children rights and Black Lives matters 

 
The commemoration of International Day of African Child on Tuesday, June 16, focused on 

concern for each other during the Covid-19 pandemic, especially the children who are voiceless. 

The guest speaker was Colby Jeffers from Arizona /US of Bahai Community. 

 
“Let us be our brother’s keeper,” Secretary General of Nature Nurture Club of Catholic 

University of Eastern Africa (CUEA) Ms. Ashley Kitisya said in a virtual zoom meeting 

attended by approximately 70 participants from across African countries, Europe and America. 

 
“People in our society especially in Africa should be more vigilant and protect children from 

violence especially now that we are facing this pandemic,” Ms. Kitisya highlighted adding that 

“There is increase in gender based-violence, sexual violence, early pregnancies, forced labor, 

child trafficking, early marriages and increased cases of Female Genital Mutilation.” 

 
Ms. Kitisya urged the participants to speak out when they see children suffering so as to save 

their lives since children are voiceless. “And since they are not going to school right now, they 

are experiencing some culture-based abuses influenced by the elders who still hold on to their 

traditional practices.” 

 
Convened under the theme “Children’s Right and Black Lives Matter,” the Justice Peace and 

Integrity of Creation Franciscans Africa (JPICFA) Program Manager Steeven Kezamutima told 

AMECEA Online that the annual event was connected to Pope Francis’ encyclical letter Laudato 

Si and climate Justice. 

 
“We must learn to value the cultures of one another but also to heal the wrongs and injustices 

that have been done to the marginalized, and vulnerable people,” Mr. Kezamutima said as he 

explained the connection between the event’ theme to and Laudato Si’. 

“This means recognizing the value and the dignity of all people of colour, especially children; 

recognizing that people of different countries and cultures especially in the global south can offer 

solutions to the ecological crisis in front of us, hence the need to learn from one another,” he 

added. 

 
Mr. Kezamutima who spoke on behalf of Justice Peace and Integrity of Creation Franciscans 

Africa and moderator of the event further stated, “Acknowledging the African roots of black 

people, and black children, regardless of where they are in the world, is especially important on 

this international day of the African child. We must do what we can to care for the physical, 

mental, and spiritual health of black children, in Africa.”66 participant attended through zoom 

webinar and 203 followed through GCCM Facebook page. 

https://youtu.be/Igo4CJttQCI
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Outreach activities: 

 
1. 24th January 2020, Birthday Tree Planting Campaign at Dandora Parish           

https://photos.app.goo.gl/4uLLpMc2mmw94AFv8 
 

2. 14th February 2020, Valentine Celebration at Oloolwa Forest visit 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/Mzsua9WKEAGEYLPy8 
 

3. 29thFebruary2020 Birthday Tree planting at Kipepeo Children home 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/8sNSKs23VqX63cn57 

 

4. 22 March 2020, World water day (Tree planting at The Catholic University of 

Eastern Africa) 

 

 
5. 21 May2020:  

 -Laudato Si week celebration,planting trees at St Mary’s Lang’ata Hospital 

 

 

 
-Laudato Si Generation (Youfra training in Burundi) 

 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/4uLLpMc2mmw94AFv8
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Mzsua9WKEAGEYLPy8
https://photos.app.goo.gl/8sNSKs23VqX63cn57
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6. 16 and 27 June: Day of African Child, Orphans Strike on beach by Laudato Si 

Generation in Tanzania 

 

 

 
15 June: Feeding street boys and dialogue, by Laudato Si Generation in Burundi 

 

 

 
15 June: Distributing food, mask etc to two children homes: Global Hope Rescue and 

Rehabilitation Centre at Ngong, and Mary Immaculate Rescue and Rehabilitation Centre 

in South B. 
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We are thankful for the support we receive from the Franciscan Family Association, individual 

institutes, brothers and sisters in addition to our partners and collaborators. 

 

Future plans 

 
1st Sep-4th October: Season of Creation 

- Franciscans Africa Webinar 

- Online prayer for Creation 

- Global Climate Strike 

- Transitus 

- Franciscan family day 

29thNov 2020: Celebrating St Francis of Assisi as Patron of Ecology 

 
 
 
 

Sr. Mary Frances Wangari 

Director – JPIC Franciscans Africa 


